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When the ice melts, I will Send my son to Tonagane with the
Miners to explore the right branch, where there is a Cliff which
has a Vein of Copper of which I have gotten a Piece. I am per-
suaded, Monsieur, that this News will give you pleasure.

[Letter of La Ronde to the French Minister, dated Oct. 18, 1739.
Source, same as preceding document, but vol. 65, c. 11, fol. 166.]

Monseigneur—I thought that I could not avoid leaving my
post of Chagouamigon to bring back to Quebec the German
Miners whom you were good enough to send me for the purpose
of seeking the Copper Mines that were thought, beyond a doubt,
to exist around Lake Superior and in other places, for, previous
to their arrival, several masses of almost virgin Copper were
found in various Places, such as have already been presented to
you.

You will observe, Monseigneur, by the continuation of my
journal, which I have the honor of sending you, the careful
searches that I caused them to make and the Description of the
four different Mines that we have found, specimens of Ore from
which I have handed to Messieurs de Beauharnois and Hocquart
to be sent to you with the Labels indicating the Places where
they were found, so that you may, Monseigneur, order Assays to
be made to ascertain which are the richest, in order that I may
thereby decide upon the steps that I should take to have them
thoroughly Worked, If they be worth the trouble. These Miners
assure me that they are as good as any of those that are Worked
in Germany. They will also have the honor of Describing them
to you themselves, for I am sending them back to France with
that Object, after having fully remunerated them; but Experi-
ence will always be the best test.

I take the liberty, Monseigneur, of sending you a statement
of all my services since 1687. If I am fortunate enough to se-
cure your kind attention to them, you will observe, Monseigneur,
how painful it is for me that I should have been completely over-
looked. If my continual application to the faithful performance
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